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WG3 SGM  SCRI  Dundee Feb 5-6 2007   Minutes     

Local organiser: Stuart Gordon             Meeting leader :  Monique Bodson

 Topic :   Sustainability in berry fruit sector : towards a consensus on ‘Best practices recommendations’ in an EU perspective

As a follow up of the decision taken at the MC meeting in Zagreb, the SGM was organized with the objective of discussing the concept of sustainability and define the approach for delivering, in the course of the COST863 activities, a ‘Best practices recommandations’ 

documents for berry production in EU. 

Monday Feb 5th  9.00-18.00

After recalling the objective mentioned above to the audience, the meeting was opened with a 

presentation from J. van der Leer from ‘The Greenery’ b.v. who presented  the point of view of a marketing company with regard to the production systems and the quality requirements. 

During this presentation and the following discussion, it appeared that there were large discrepancies between growers with regard to different  aspects of the production systems (uses of intrants, yield, qualities, … ), even when located in close vicinity and using rather similar production techniques.

From this statement, the 8 delegates ( the list is below)  decided to work as a single group for analysing the different steps and situations of production,  so as to establish a list of questions to submit to the different countries participating to the COST action, and  collect the required informations for progressing towards the ‘Best practices recommandations’. 

Being the rather diverse situations depending on the location in EU,  and for covering properly the different technical aspects as they are in uses in the different countries and presented by the participants, it was decided to work on a single berry production, i.e. strawberry, during this SGM. 

The list of questions as well as sub-questions was established for productions either in open field or in protected situations, on the basis of the informations and remarks pointed out by individual participants.

The session was closed at 18.15

Tuesday Feb 6th 9.00-13.00

The question / subquestion listing was finalised for strawberry. It was decided to use this list as a template for the other berry productions, and to adapt it  as required.  For doing so, the splitting of duties among the participants was decided as follows: 

For Rubus : Stuart Gordon, Pedro Bra

For Ribes :   Stuart Gordon, Bozenna Borkowska, Monique Bodson

For Vaccinium:  Bozenna Borkowska, Jose Lopez, Monique Bodson

 Those listings will be sent by the mentioned delegates to M. Bodson, by the end of March 2007. 

For investigating the preparation/presentation of the spreadsheet : Stuart Gordon, Bert Evenhuis and Monique Bodson will make contacts with a similar timing as above.

A tentative schedule for the  analysis of the survey and the preparation of the ‘Best practices ‘ document was established as follows : 

Full spreadsheet and questionnaire ready by October 2007, and dispatched to the country delegates.

Information / filling in  collected by end 2007

First analysis by early 2008, for presentation of the preliminary results at SHE2008, COST Workshop.

It was clearly mentioned that this schedule is a tentative one,  and is susceptible to be altered depending on the availabilities for preparing the spreadsheet.  Nevertheless, even if delayed, the synthesis of the survey should be done during the WG3 activities of 2008, so as to proceed to the collective paper preparation.

Each delegates accepted to act as a focus point for filling the questionnaire and collecting the 

informations on the production systems in their own country. A focus point will also be identified for the other signatory countries.

It was also decided to integrate and eventually update the work done in the frame of the previous COST ( COST836).  Monique Bodson will contact Robert Steffek for that purpose in due time.

Finally, at the Varia of the SGM program,  the journal for publication was discussed : the participants were of the opinion that different journals active in horticultural science  are likely to be interested . 

STSMs were also recalled to the participants as part of the COST action program, and they were invited to submit proposals.

The meeting was closed at 13.00 pm

M. Bodson

List of participants 

	Name of Delegate
	Country
	Affiliation 
	Email

	B. Svensson
	SW
	SLU Dpt Crop Science,  SW
	Birgitta.svensson@vv.slu.se

	B. Evenhuis
	NL
	Applied Plant Research, Lelystad , NL
	Gijs.vankruistum@wur.nl

	M. Bodson
	B
	Gembloux agric Univ ,BE
	Bodson.m@fsagx.ac.be

	S. Gordon 

Local organizer
	UK
	Scottish Crop Res Institute  Dundee UK


	Stuart.gordon@scri.ac.uk 



	P. Bra
	PT
	Estaçao Agronomica Nacional , Dpt Prod Agroc, Oeiras PT
	Pnbo@mail.telepac.pt

	J Lopez Medina 


	SP
	Dpto. Ciencias Agroforestales

Universidad de Huelva, Huelva, SP
	Medina@uhu.es

	JP Bosc 
	FR
	CTIFL, Balandran  FR
	Bosc@ctifl.fr

	B. Borkowska
	PL
	Research Inst of Pomology and Floriculture, Skiernewice Pl
	Bborkow@insad.pl

	J. Van der Leer
	NL
	 The Greenery
	j.vanderleer@thegreenery.com
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