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COST 863 management committee provided possibility at its last gathering in Huelva to organize a WG2 related small group meeting (SMG) on the topic of the organization of the publication of monographs for three sub-topics in WG2, being   
· Plant health and diagnostics 

· Plant Propagation 
· Nursery Plant management and physiological quality
Participants:

	Name
	Institute
	Country
	e-mail
	reimbursed

	Joseph Spak
	lnst. Plant Molecular Biology
	Czech Republic  
	spak@umbr.cas.cz


	yes

	Bert van Duijn
	Fytagoras/Leiden University
	The Netherlands
	Bert.vanduijn@fytagoras.nl
	yes

	Paivi Parikka
	MTT
	Finland
	paivi.parikka@mtt.fi
	yes

	Eamon Kehoe**
	Teagasc Advisory Office
	Ireland
	Eamonn.Kehoe@teagasc.ie
	yes

	Philip Lieten**
	Fragaria 
	The Netherlands/ Belgium
	lieten.philip@skynet.be
	yes

	Davide Neri
	Università Politecnica delle Marche
	Italy
	d.neri@univpm.it
	no

	Bruno Mezzetti
	Università Politecnica delle Marche
	Italy
	b.mezzetti@univpm.it
	no


** Both Philip Lieten and Eamon Kehoe could not be present at the SGM meeting at the last moment due to the extreme high temperatures in the weeks before that caused a very early harvesting in their (experimental) fields and forced them to stay at the workplace.

Report
COST  863 Euroberry WG2 Small Group Meeting

May 23, 2008

Università Politecnica delle Marche, Arboricoltura generale e coltivazioni arboree, Ancona, Italy
Host: prof. Davide Neri
The aim of the small group meeting (SGM) was to discuss, define and design three monographs in the frame of three sub topics within WG2 of COST 863 Euroberry. The monographs are publications covering a complete subject up to the most current status in science and development. The three sub-topics within WG2 to be addressed in the SGM are:

· Plant health and diagnostics 
· Plant Propagation 
· Nursery Plant management and physiological quality
For the monograph on a Plant Propagation topic already progress was made following the earlier held SGM in Nitra in 2007. For the monograph on the other topics a similar line and approach will be followed and was discussed during the SGM.  

For each of the other topics a well defined subject for the monograph is defined based on practical, scientific, economical and social aspects. Consequently, an exact outline of the chapters in the monographs was determined followed by assignment of the different chapters to different authors (ideally recruited from the participants in COST 863). Editors of the monographs will be the participants in the SGM. In addition, the practical aspects of the production and publishing of the monographs were discussed.

Introduction to the monograph concept and outline of the monograph for the Plant Propagation topic.  
Bert van Duijn gave an introduction to the concept and aim, as described above. 
Joseph Spak remarked in addition: there is real need for modern book on diseases of small fruits. From his experience: publisher choice important, but also determines the topic more or less.  APS published in 1998 kind of monographs in cheap series, which is compact but not updated.. 

For Strawberry viruses; only expertise in US.

The topic selection most important, must be able to manage and must be clearly limited and also necessary.
Bruno Mezetti remarked in addition: general plan for working group very important. Make special event, early planning etc, other meetings. 

Two options: COST publication, other way via publisher (book or journal) and involve other specialists. 
Define book topic, chapter etc, organize meeting around this topics and invite also other non cost contributors and may be a publisher. 

Davide Neri remarked in addition: prefer a publication inside cost, scientific and  technology paper on solving problem; all around Europe production with different methods, 8 different plants based on limited ways to propagate, different expectancy. Make people speak the same language about plant quality.  Easy to manage, easy for the farmers, etc. Handbook, but easy to manage. Aiming for standardization. 

Defining subject for Plant health and diagnostics.

Defining subject for plant health and diagnostics

· pests could be included when they are vectors of viruses (gall mites, whiteflies, maybe thrips, nematodes) and discussed in these chapters. Also some pests such as nematodes and mites are quality pests in propagation material.

· Plant species: Strawberry, raspberry, currants, highbush blueberry

The title was defined as: Emerging disease problems in European berries

1. Development of quarantine pathogens in Europe (EPPO)

2. Phytoplasmas in small fruit  (Spak and Franova)

3. The main fungal and bacterial diseases of small fruit in Europe

4. Emerging diseases on strawberry

5. Emerging diseases on raspberry and blackberry

6. Emerging diseases on currants

7. Emerging diseases on highbush blueberry

1. The chapter should describe the situation of quarantine pathogens of small fruit. Which are the main threats in small fruit now and potential threats in the future. There are also many pathogens, especially viruses on the list which are very rarely detected or not reported at all during the recent years. The writer could be from EPPO.

2. Phytoplasmas in berry fruit are a topic more and more discussed. Effective detection methods have been developed also for phytoplasmas. There are no comprehensive publication of European situation at the moment.

3. The main fungal and bacterial diseases small fruit: the presence in European small fruit, importance in planting material, diagnostics

4-7. About emerging diseases:

We did not discuss much of the contents of the chapters. However, they should include description of diseases, their status in Europe and diagnostics of plant material. 

Defining subject for Nursery Plant management and physiological quality. 
Title decided on:
Guide for Plant Management in the Nursery and Physiological Quality Assurance 
Editors

Eamonn Kehoe, Davide Neri, Bert van Duijn, Philip Lieten

General introduction (Editors)


Information about the plant production systems for different berry crops


What is quality in plant propagation


Topics covered by the book

Quality assurance systems (NAK, CAV)

Plant physiology parameters (Davide Neri)

Flower induction and differentiation



Everbearing



June bearing



Winter production


Plant architetcture

Dormancy

How plant quality can be managed in the nursery (Philip Lieten, Eamonn Kehoe, Stefano  Musacchi)


Plant nutrition

Chilling and light requirements

Digging date

Pot production

Cold storage


Differences between strawberry and the other main berries

Nursery plant classification (Gianluca Savini, Davide Neri, Gianluca Baruzzi, Philip Lieten, Eamonn Kehoe)

Fresh plants


Frigoplants


Tray plants


Waiting bed plants

How to fit plant quality in the production systems (INRA, Spanish, ……..)


Description of different production systems


Physiological requirements for each systems


Agronomic parameters


Different country nursery production systems (Country delegates)

Poland, The Netherlands, UK and Ireland, Spain, France, Italy, Finland

Methods to evaluate plant quality parameters (Bert van Duijn, Davide Neri)


Architecture


Plant dimensions


Dormancy

Conclusion: Can we create a standard?

References

Glossary 

Italian, German, English, Spanish, French, Turkish 

Publication and production matters

All will contact diverse authors and ask the first response from authors: before June 30. 

Based on the responses etc a decision will be made on the type of publication: COST Monograph, Book via publisher, or Special Issue of a Journal.

Further matters: 

It was discussed to organize an event about plant quality with the European nursery system before the end of the COST. At that time we should be able to present the book on plant quality and to make the maximum dissemination to professionals.
For the disease matters (as outlined in the proposal for the book) a COST meeting should be organized next year. Preparation and planning should take place soon.

After the discussion a short excursion in the evening to the field trials for strawberries of the university was organized. 
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