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	Subject: COST863 Joint Meeting of WG4 and The 4th International Conference on Polyphenols and Health (ICPH2009), 7-10, December 2009



Dear Dr Albino Maggio

Following the action work program, we are submitting the application for the organization of the COST 863 of WG4 joint meeting with the 4th International Conference on Polyphenols and Health (ICPH2009, http://www.polyphenolsandhealth.org.uk/), to be held at the Harrogate International Centre, Harrogate, UK – from the 7-10 December 2009. This joint meeting will be organised by Gary Williamson, University of Leeds, ICPH Chairman and Andrea Day, University of Leeds, ICPH organiser. This JM was approved in last MC meeting held in Lisbon last 19 of March, 2009.
The objective of the joint meeting is to discuss the relation of bioactive compounds in Fragaria, Rubus, Ribes and Vaccinium and the human health benefits. Different aspects will be treated such as: 

· Human health benefits of berry fruit (see section 1 title if ok)

· Mechanisms and factors affecting berry fruit health benefits (see section 2 title if ok)

· Participation and contribution of the COST863 experts to the ICPH2009
To have a general international overview on these aspects the following experts will be invited for an invited lecture: 

· Helmut Sies (GE), Polyphenols and health: introduction and perspective  
· Wilhelmina Kalt (CA), Blueberry Benefits in Normal Vision and after Retinal Stress
· Roger Hurst (NZ), Berryfruit research at Plant and Food Research, New Zealand: from chemistry to health 
· James Joseph (USA), Nutritional modulation of brain aging via berryfruit or walnut supplementation
· Derek Stewart (UK), The integration of human health and soft fruit breeding

The outcome of the Joint Meeting is focused on the identification of the present knowledge on bioactive compounds and berries and the future requirements in the area of research to guarantee a sustainable berry production with high quality fruits.

Considering all these aspects, we are requesting the acceptance of the joint meeting program and the reimbursement of the 5 invited speakers, 3 from non EU countries (USA, Canada and New Zealand), and 26 experts from COST 863 signatory countries. Other experts will joint the meeting on their own budget. To support the local costs for the Meeting organization there is the request to expect to transfer 2000 Euro to the local organizer to support part of the costs for the local organization of the two meetings.
Sincerely yours
	Prof. Gary Williamson, 

University of Leeds, ICPH Chairman



	Prof. Dr. Bruno Mezzetti

Chairman COST 863
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