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Instituto Nacional dos Recursos Biológicos
 Ex-Estação Agronómica Nacional

Bouktje Stol
COST Office
European Science Foundation

149 Avenue Louise

1050 Brussels BE
Subject: COST863 SGM on small fruit production systems
Dear Bouktje Stol,

I request sanction to convene a small group meeting to discuss and define how berries productions systems and technologies flow in Europe. The aim of this SGM is to discuss the past, present and future trends of the main berry production systems in Europe. For this a group of researchers from the main cultivation areas in Europe (Northern, Central, and Southern) will present their knowledge about in season and out-of-season production techniques in order to update the present status of berry production season in Europe. After a presentation of the main production cycles adopted in the different production areas, the discussion will be focused on when berry production started in the different European countries, when and why new technologies were imposed on berry production, Current status of the industry and future perspectives.

I kindly ask you the approval for the organization of this meeting. 

Kind regards
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Pedro Oliveira
INRB / Instituto Nacional de Investigação Agrária
Program
COST  863 Euroberry WG3 Small Group Meeting

Pula, Croatia 29 to 31 May 2008
Host: Boris Duralija

The aim of the small group meeting (SGM) is to present, discuss and define how berries productions systems and technologies flow in Europe. This will be workout in the frame of WG3 of COST 863 Euroberry.

All participants will prepare a presentation (oral and written) which should cover all different production systems of the most important berries (strawberry, raspberry and blueberry). With all this information we should be able to put together the past and present status of the berry industry in Europe. 

The presentations for this SGM should address for each berry crop:

· How and when berry production started in the different European countries,
· First commercial production, introduction of new cultivars important for advances in the industry 

· Historical development of forced culture; soil, substrate and hydroponics

· When and why new technologies were imposed on berry production,
· Plastic tunnel and greenhouse culture
· New materials

· New cultural practices
· Current status of the industry and future perspectives.
· Importance, production level, main varieties and problems

· Season crop
· Advanced / Delayed
We should be able to present a review paper on this subject at the end of the Action at the International Horticultural Congress. For this propose each of the topics should be well defined and each of the participant countries should gather information to be shared by mail. At least three coordinators should be assigned. The practical aspects of publishing the results will be discussed at the meeting.

Venue

The Small group Meeting will be held in Hotel HISTRIA, Pula, Croatia.

City of Pula is easily reached by plane, car, bus (Zagreb, Trieste, Venice etc.) or train (Zagreb or Ljubljana). Please find more information about travel, city of Pula, hotels etc, on web site www.pulainfo.hr.

Pula international airport is 10 km from city center.

The climate in the Pula region in May is excellent and will provide a suitable environment for promoting interaction among participating specialists. 

Hotel Histria
Address:
HR-52100 Pula



Verudela

Phone:
00385 52 590 000
Timetable

Thursday May 29: 

16.00 Arrival to Pula
Welcome, registration and general remarks 

17.00 Introduction to work methodologies (P. B. Oliveira)
Friday May 30:

8.30
Production systems in Northern Europe

· Scandinavia

Anita Sonsteby

· Ireland

Eamonn Kehoe

· UK

Nikki Jennings
9.45
Production systems in Eastern Europe

· Poland
Tomasz Jecz
· Balkan countries

Boris Duralija / Zoran Sindrak
10.30
Coffee break 
10.45
Production systems in Central Europe

· Benelux
Els Desmet

· Germany
Erika Krueger
· France
Beatrice Denoyes
· Italy
Leonardo Placchi
12.30
Lunch

15.00
Production systems in Southern Europe

· Portugal

Pedro B. Oliveira / Luis Lopes da Fonseca

· Spain
Jose Lopes Medina
· Greece
Miltiadis Vasilakakis
· Turkey
Sezai Ercisli / Sevgi Paydas
16.30
Coffee break 

16.45 Discussion and plan of activities 

19.00 Publication and other problems

19.30 Dinner

Saturday May 31
Departure 

List of Experts supported by Cost Action 863:
1) Anita Sønsteby 







The Norwegian Crop Research Institute, division Kise. Planteforsk.
anita.sonsteby@planteforsk.no
2) Eamonn Kehoe 







Teagasc Soft Fruit, Dublin Road, Enniscorthy, Co.Wexford Ireland

e.kehoe@wexford.teagasc.ie
3) Nikki Jennings







Scottish Crop Research Institute

Invergowrie, DD2 5DA

Scotland, UK

sjenni@scri.sari.ac.uk
4 ) Boris Duralija (Local Organizer)




Department of Pomology, Faculty of Agriculture, University of Zagreb

Svetosimunska 25, 10000 Zagreb, Croatia

bduralija@agr.hr
5) Zoran Sindrak
Department of Pomology, Faculty of Agriculture, University of Zagreb

Svetosimunska 25, 10000 Zagreb, Croatia

zsindrak@agr.hr
6) Tomasz Jecz







Research Institute of Pomology and Floriculture,
96-100 Skierniewice, Poland
amasny@insad.pl 
7) Els Desmet







Research Centre Hoogstraten - Centre de Recherche Hoogstraten

Voort 71, B-2328 Meerle (Hoogstraten)

Belgium

els.desmet@proefcentrum.be
8) Erika Krueger







The Geisenheim Research Institute
Department of Fruit Growing, Geisenheim, Germany 

krueger@fa-gm.de
9) Beatrice Denoyes-Rothan






UREFV-INRA BP 81

Villenave D'Ornon Cedex , France

 denoyes@bordeaux.inra.fr 
10) Leonardo Placchi







Cooperativa Aposcaligera
Verona, Italy

leonardo.placchi@aposcaligera.it 
11) Pedro Brás de Oliveira (SGM Organizer) 




INRB – ex-Estação Agronómica Nacional

Av. da República s/n, Nova Oeiras 

2784-505 Oeiras - Portugal

pnbo@mail.telepac.pt
12) Luís Lopes da Fonseca






INRB – ex-Estação Agronómica Nacional

Av. da República s/n, Nova Oeiras 

2784-505 Oeiras - Portugal

llf@mail.telepac.pt
13) Jose López-Medina 







E.P.S. La Rábida, Universidad de Huelva
21819, Palos de la Frontera, Huelva, Spain

medina@uhu.es
14) Miltiadis Vasilakakis








Departement of Horticulture and Viticulture
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki

Thessaloniki 540.06, Greece

vasilaka@agro.auth.gr





15) Sezai Ercisli








Department of Horticulture, Ataturk University Agricultural Faculty
25240 Erzurum, Turkey

sercisli@hotmail.com
16) Sevgi Paydas








Univ. Cukurova, Dept Horticulture,
01300 Adana, Turkey
sevpay@mail.cu.edu.tr
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Av. da República – Nova Oeiras, 2784-505 Oeiras – Portugal Tel: (+351) 214403500 / Fax:(+351) 214411797

email: pnbo@mail.telepac.pt
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