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“Small Fruits Production Systems”

COST 863 SGM WG 3
29 - 31 May 2008. Pula, CROATIA 

Participants:
Boris Duralija, University of Zagreb, Department of Pomology. Strawberry, wild berry fruits several projects with students and extension projects
Zoran Šindrak, University of Zagreb, Department of Pomology. Plant breeding and assistant to Boris Duralija.
Erika Kruger, Geisenheim University, Germany. Small fruit and COST Action, WG4 berries in Northern and Southern Europe also climatic stress of strawberries.
Jean-Phillipe Bose, France. Strawberry varietal evaluation, chilling.
Tomasz Jecz, Poland. Strawberry breeding particular molecular breeding.
Anita Sonsteby, Norway. Applied research with growers, season extension, mainly strawberry now in raspberry.
Miltiadis Vasilakakis, Greece. Strawberry post-harvest physiology, stress.
Sedat Serce, Turkey. Strawberry, genetic resources (increasing yield, early season).
Els Desmet, Belgium. Applied research, variety tests, new technologies, fertilisers, IPM, growing techniques
Nikki Jennings, Scotland. Rubus breeder, concentrating on red raspberry.
Sezai Ercisli, Turkey. Mulberry and other small fruits, raspberry cultivation in Turkey.
Jose Lopes Medina, Spain. University of Huelva, strawberry agronomy.
Pedro B Oliveira, Portugal. Applied research, flower differentiation on raspberry, season extension.
Thursday 29th May

Pedro Oliveira suggested that during presentations topics could be selected that may be important to all regions, a 'connection'. Discussions will generate some key objectives of the 'personal' paper that will be written by the participants in 3-4 months time. All papers should have a common goal.
Identify influences on progress of the industry in each case, eg, Glen Ample in Norway,  or tunnels in the UK.

All berries should be included for each region, including more 'minor' small fruit that are commercially important.
Suggestions on Day 1:

· Generate a manual, like the 'black book' in Huelva which is a blueprint for production in Spain, but for each country in Europe. 
· Focus on each commodity (strawberry, raspberry, blueberry, etc).
· Approach from a commercial perspective, how cultvar choice and technology are driven by commerce. (eg, 'Camarosa' in Spain).
Also, the market doesn't make all the changes, they're not the only driving force:
· Consider climate change / fluctuating temperatures as a factor.

· Globalisation of food, economics and political are influencing factors, eg withdrawal of government subsidies forcing growers to grow other crops.

· Markets forcing growers to use low input systems, eg, reduce pesticide residues and the evolution of IPM.

· Marketing strategies.

Who is the driving force? Industry, consumer or technology?

A Symposium is to be held in 2010. This will be the final meeting of all Working Groups of COST Action 863. Instead of presentations of research projects as at other scientific symposiums, the idea is to stimulate discussions by having a debate system (eg, conventional breeding versus molecular breeding).
The objectives of COST are to bring people together from other countries with a common problem or idea (brainstorming).
Friday 30th May

Discussion after presentations of all participants

The papers will be published in the journal Pomologia Croatica as a special issue, preferably as one volume.
Papers on production systems should be seperated according to commodity and importance of berry, eg, Fragariae, Rubus, Ribes, Vaccinium, other berries. 
The final publication should be ready for the Symposium in Lisbon, August 2010.

A draft should be submitted at the end of 2008 to each coordinator.

Specific guidelines are required on structure of the papers.

· Specific topics with common graphs and figures.
· Standard production figures.

· Follow visual figures on cultivation techniques in Belgium. (see Annex)
· Map for each production region.
· Selected experts for each crop to collate papers:
· Fragariae: Els Desmet

· Rubus: Nikki Jennings

· Ribes: provisional suggestion Edward Zobravic, Poland
· Vaccinium: Pedro B. Oliveira
· Other berries: Sezai Ercisli

Follow structure proposal for the presentations as proposed by Pedro.
· History

· Current industry methods

· Current status of the industry

· Production area

· Total yield production for each region for last 10 years (1997 - 2007)
· Proportion of fresh and processing (including frozen)

· Map with indication of concentration areas
· Current cultivars

· Statistics if available 
· Import / export (distuinguishing processed fruits from the fruits intented for fresh market.)
· Current problems and issues of the industry (must be careful with 'future' predictions)
Boris mentioned a paper with might be useful to have a common structure. See attached blackberry paper.

All participants accepted to work with this timetable and methodologie.
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