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Monday March 3nd Participation and presentations to the VI International Strawberry Symposium (VI ISS) Oral presentations and posters from different COST delegates
Tuesday March 4th  Morning Participation and presentations to the VI International Strawberry Symposium (VI ISS) Oral presentations and posters from different COST delegates

Tuesday  March 4st, 2.30 pm until 7.00 pm COST863 Management committee meeting
1 WELCOME

The local organizers, Josè Luis Medina and José F. Sánchez-Sevilla, welcomed all the MC delegates at the International Strawberry  Symposium and COST863 MC. 
The COST863 Chairman opened the MC meeting by thanking delegates of their participation. The agenda was adopted and the Minutes of last MC meeting approved 

2 WG Leaders reports 

The 4 WG Leaders had short reports of the major activities carried out during the last year and evidenced the tasks and working activities now identified for the running and future activities.
WG1 Report

In 2007, WG1 of the COST86 was concerned by updating data on genetic resources on all small fruits, by constructing a varietal evaluation network and by one small group meeting in UK. 

GENETIC RESOURCES: Up-dating the data of the genetic resources, 

Strawberry

Béatrice Denoyes-Rothan has updated the list of genetic resources of strawberry of 15 European institutes: Babtai, LTU, Rytis Rugienius; Piikkiö, FIN, Tarja Hietaranta; Taastrup, DNK, Torben Bo Toldam-Andersen; East Malling, GBR, David Simpson and Adam Whitehouse; Gembloux, BEL, Farvacque Stéphanie; Balandran, FRA, Laurence Bourrain; Douville, Ciref, FRA, Philippe Chartier; Wurzen, DEU, Erik Schulte; Pillnitz, BAZ, DEU, Monika Höfer; Skierniewice, POL, Edward Zurawicz and Agnieszka Masny; Pitesti, ROM, Mihail Coman and Paulina Mladin; Kostinbrod, BGR, Violeta Kondakova; Cesena, ITA, Walther Faedi; Ancona, ITA, Bruno Mezzetti; Málaga, ESP, José Frederico Sánchez Sevilla.

No information was obtained from: Stjordal, NOR, Jahn Davik ; Balsgard, SWE, Karin Trajkovski ; Aarslev, DNK, Holger Daugaard ; Wageningen, NLD, Bert Meulenbroek ; Basel, CHE, Martin Frei ; Fertödi, ROM, Klara Nyerges ; Cluj-Napoca, ROM, Sebastian Cracea

Small berries

The list of contact persons for establishing the most exhaustive list of genetic resources of small berries has been updated by Mihail Coman responsible of genetic resources data in the COST 863 WG1.

Mihail Coman has started to draw up a list of the different small berry genetic resources, Ribes, Rubus, Vaccinium, Hipophae, Sambucus, Lonicera and Aronia, available in different European countries, Bulgaria, Denmark, Germany, Italy, Lithuania, Moldavia, Romania, Scotland, Hungary. This work will be presented as poster in the First Symposium on Hort. In Europe, to be held next 17 - 20 February 2008, Vienna, Austria.

For topics 1.3, Cost863 gave facilities to scientists to submit two Genetic Resource projects on strawberry and raspberry which (GENBERRY, AGRI GEN RES 036) and on black currant (RIBESCO).  
In conclusion, the work on genetic resources is getting well. It is necessary to have an SGM in 2008 to have better coordination among European partners, and between European and American partners.

TRIAL EVALUATION:

Trial evaluation was difficult to organise in 2007 despite the contacts took along 2006 and the SGM organised in Forli in December 2006. Audrius Sasnauskas pointed that a SGM in September 2008 is necessary to optimize the coordination on this subject.

SGM IN EAST MALLING – UK – 5 & 6 December 2007.

The SGM in East Malling was focused on genomics of small berries belonging to the Rosaceae family.

This SGM was an opportunity to exchange on Rosaceae and small fruit genomics. Through oral presentations, it was clear that strawberry is getting as a model in Rosaceae whereas the official actual model is peach. Tools are currently developed in strawberry such as molecular markers, SNPs, genetic populations, … Among the agronomical traits developed in oral presentations, flowering was the most recurrent.

Extensive conservation of long-range genome organization in Fragaria supports the use of the diploid Fragaria as a model system for studying genomics and molecular dissection of the much more complex octoploid F.× ananassa genome.

WG2 Report

In 2007 effectively 1 specific WG2 small group meeting was organised on the topic of propagation material. This meeting was dedicated to “Micropropagation of small fruits and true-to-typeness of in vitro regenerated plants“. Topics discussed were:

· ‘Off –types’ regenerated plants

· Genetic transformation

· Micropropagation and the production of healthy plant material
· Culture decline and new plant growth regulators
· ‘In vitro ecology’
· Photoautotrophic micropropagation (PAM)
· Bioreactors and automatics
· Temporary immersion culture
· Unusual behaviour in micropropagation such as fasciation, vitrification etc.
· Commercial laboratories, yes or no?
· Quality issues in a tissue culture laboratory
· Could we publish a scientific paper about classical micropropagation in a SCI journal with IF more than 1?
Determination of possibilities and activities to achieve:

· Overview of problems associated with current situation - We have to connect our investigations with some research in cytology, histology, molecular biology etc to solve it.

· Control over berry micropropagation, milestones to be aimed for – all participants have to prepare a list of scientific papers of micropropagation on small fruits with references; list of commercial labs in own country; preparing a monography edited  by COST 863 (if it is possible) with precise protocols for micropropagation of small fruits (strawberries, raspberries, blackberries, red and black currants and blueberries); to prepare a list of collection of small fruits and fruits in general in own institutions.

· Possibilities for network formation and cooperation – Suggestions: to exchange information and news about symposiums, seminars, meetings, new COST actions, new projects; to prepare a new project/topic for FP7; STSM between our labs; to exchange the plant material. 

A small group meeting on the topic of plant health was cancelled because of the unavailability of accommodation for the meeting (within an earlier organised workshop in another frame).  New opportunities for this small group meeting are under investigation.

This aims for the different sub-groups will in the frame of:

· Monographs on micropropagation (small fruits)

· Monograph on plant health and diagnostics (small fruits and strawberry)

· Monograph on quality testing and assurance in berries propagation materials.

WG3 Report

The main activity was the organization of a SGM – on small fruit production systems, held in Oeiras (PT). 

Pedro B. Oliveira, local organizer of the meeting, welcomed all the participants. During the first day of work different Portuguese and European experts had the chance to present their field of expertise and discuss the main lines of berry research that can be improved in Portugal. The discussion focused on possible cooperation in new proposals of integrated research on novel cultivation techniques in preparation both in Portugal and at European level. We had the opportunity to listen to twelve presentations on diverse themes: breeding, cultural practices and sustainable production, fruit quality and healthy compounds.

The Growers meeting at Odemira:

At this SGM we had the possibility to join a growers meeting at the South of Portugal and present researchers expertise to a large group of growers (140 people were present).

The meeting started with the final presentation of I&DE project AGRO 556 and three round tables in different fields of berry production:

Round table 1 “Strawberry production systems”

First we had the possibility to listen Gianluca Baruzzi speak about “The Italian strawberry industry”. For this round table six invited strawberry growers from different Portuguese growing areas were invited.

Round table 2 “Production systems for berries, other than strawberry”

Fanny Pitsioudis made a presentation about “New primocane raspberries ‘Sugana’ and ‘Erika’. In this table six invited berry growers (raspberry, blackberry, blueberry and currants) from different Portuguese growing areas were also invited.

Round table 3 “Post-harvest and marketing”

At this round table Bruno Mezzetti presented the “Cost 863 - Euroberry for improving knowledge transfer in berry research” to six chief executives from the main Portuguese berry enterprises and than all aspects of berry production and organization were discussed.

The meeting ended with a final presentation by Derek Stewart on “Nutritional enhancement of soft fruit - recent advances”.

The last day of the meeting was used for a technical visit to “Herdade Experimental da Fataca” the research farm at the south west coast and two important berry growers.

During this SGM on small fruit production systems was possible to discuss the main lines of research that we have in Portugal and update them with the knowledge of a small group of different European researchers. Also quite important was the contribution of all enterprises concerned with berry production. This is the only way that we can increase future research in a more coordinated manner.
As a follow up of the decision taken at the MC meeting in Zagreb, the SGM was organized with the objective of discussing the concept of sustainability and define the approach for delivering, in the course of the COST863 activities, a ‘Best practices recommandations’ documents for berry production in EU. 
At the WG3 SGM organized at SCRI Dundee, a tentative schedule for the  analysis of the survey and the preparation of the ‘Best practices ‘ document was established as follows : 

· Full spreadsheet and questionnaire ready by October 2007, and dispatched to the country delegates.

· Information / filling in  collected by end 2007

· First analysis by early 2008, for presentation of the preliminary results at SHE2008, COST Workshop.

For some problems related to the informatics organization the questionnaire still is not available, but it will be available within this year. 

WG4 Report

WG 4 during 2007 continued the activities decided during the two SGMs in 2006.

The initiative of Geisenheim, Norway and Ancona, initiated at the SMG meeting for the evaluation of the research “Climate influences on health beneficial components of strawberry” in December 2006 at Geisenheim, Germany was attempted by exchanging fruit samples for common analyses. Work is currently in progress, but some improvements are foreseen for the 2008 harvest. Especially the procedure/logistics of sending frozen strawberry material for analsyses has to be improved, since several samples reached Geisenheim defrosted in 2007 and could not be used.

At the COST 863 SGM on “Validation of analytical methods for bioactive compounds in berries” WG 4 in December 2006 in Vienna, Austria, a two step ringtest was agreed upon  to suggest specific techniques for the other WGs. 

Jules Beekwilder coordinated the efforts to analyse strawberry samples as an initial common baseline. It has been decided to work initially on a large freeze-dried batch of strawberry fruit (Elsanta, supplied by Dundee), and perform “total phenolic content” analyses in 4 labs (Dundee, Wageningen, Ancona, Helsinki). In later stages, the analyses should be extended to other labs. Work is currently in progress, but some improvements are foreseen for the 2008 harvest.

The JM of WG3 & 4 took place in Nitra, at Institute of Plant Genetics and Biotechnology of the Slovak Academy of Science from October 1. – October 3., 2007 (please include a LINK to Book of Abstracts on the webpage). The  Intl. Conference on “Vaccinium ssp and less known small fruits: cultivation and health benefits“, which lasted from Oct. 30. – Sept. 5., 2007 and included an Excursion to the High Tatras, was attended by 17 COST Participants (10 from WG 3 and  7 from WG 4) with a total  number of Participants 48 from 16 countries (Canada, Belarus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Italy, Croatia, Lithuania, Poland, Russia, Slovac Republic, Austria, Belgium, Netherlands, Norway, Rumania, Switzerland). The organizers provided the Abstracts available for our Website.

There main themes were presented in plenary sessions and poster sessions:

1) sustainable production systems: state and trends in the control of crop properties COST 863: WG 3 presentations

2) Sustainable berry production: state and trends in production practices

3) Nutritional value of berry fruits and impact on human health – COST 863 WG 4 presentations.

Member of WGs 3 and 4 convened for a common discussion about the future steps of the WGs to be taken still in 2007, and then in 2008.

3 WG leaders Confirmation
The Chairman of the action asked to confirm the WG leaders, but also underlined the importance of the contribution of the WG sub-leaders to support WG leaders in the organization of WG events and also for the preparation of reports and publications

4 STSMs Report status, applications (R. Nesby) 
Report of 2007/2008 for Short Term Scientific Mission (STSM) - application period 1 June 2007 to 31 May 2008, by Rolf Nestby (second Vice-chair and STSMs coordinator)
During this period five applications have been approved and one rejected*. Following a short description of the activities carried out by the different experts. 

Aurélie Petit*, Plant Research Engineer, Ciref Création Variétale Fraises Fruits, France, submitted a summary application to COST. The application was rejected, since a full application was not submitted early enough to meet the time frame for reviewing. The applicant was encouraged to apply for a later mission. 

Sara Tulipani, Marche Polytechnic Unversity, Bologna Italy was approved for a STMS. Host: Gordon McDougall, SCRI, Scotland, UK. Period: 19 November to 19 December 2007. Title: Phenolic metabolites from strawberries in human plasma during a medium-term consumption study, and metabolic profiling of ripe fruits from the same selected cultivar.

Kaspars Kampuss, Latvia State Institute of Fruit-Growing was approved for a STSM. Host: Rex M. Brennan, SCRI, UK. Period: 7-25 January 2008. Title: Studies of the molecular methods for diversity studies and marker assisted selection of Ribes germplasm.

Jahn Davik, Norwegian Institute for Agricultural and Environmental Research, Norway was approved for a STSM. Host: Daniel James Sargent, East Malling Research, UK. Period: 13-27 January 2008. Title: Characterization of the Scandinavian Fragaria vesca germplasm using molecular markers.

Emilia Ondruskova, Institute of Plant Genetic and Biotechnology, SAS, 94911 Nitra, Slovak republic, was approved for a STSM. Host: Laimer Margit,  University fur Bodenkultur Wien, Austria. Period: 25.02- 25.05 2008. Title:  In vitro cultivation and transformation of selected Vaccinium species.
Damianos Neocleous, Agricultural Research Institute, Nicosia(CY). Host: Miltiadis Vasilakakis, Faculty of Agriculture, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (GR). Period: 01.05-01.06 2008. Title: Effects of hyperosmotic stress and type of fertilization on strawberry fruit quality.

Reports: Sara Tulipani, Jahn Davik and Kaspars Kampuss have finished their missions and have all delivered reports that are approved. Sara Tulipani and Kaspars Kampuss were invited to present a lecture based on their STSM at the MC meeting 3-4 March 2008 in Huelva Spain.

New applications: Few other applications are now under evaluation

The webpage: The link to STSM under the webpage of Euroberry is adjusted according to the comments given in the report of 31. december 2007.

Budget and account per 31 Dec. 2007 :Euro  14 500

Grants

Tulipani 

1600

Kampuss 

1800

Davik 


1720


Ondruskeva 

2500

Neocleous  

2250


Sum  


9870

February 26 2008

Recently approved Jacopo Diamanti 
 540

Available: Euro 5130 (- 540)

5 EBA organization and update on EU berry production data (M.Korbin)
A discussion was carried on the possibility to better promote and sustain integration in the science and technology of berry production. With this aim was proposed the formation of the ‘Euroberry Association’ (EBA), a consortium rather than a scientific society acting as a ‘think tank’. The idea is that the COST members would start the EBA (98% of the EBA with COST (ESF) as the other 2%), then plan the sharing of the consortium with different stakeholders of the berry production chain. Still some concerns are about the legal document and about the text, particularly when it came to ‘patents’ and ‘intellectual property rights’. However, several organizations working on small fruit in different countries expressed their interest to join this action at the different level, and this kind of support can be enlarged to other institutions at National level. To promote this idea was decided to work in getting more information on the type of organization that can be proposed and in preparing a short document to be submitted to different private institutions for presenting this initiative. The new institutions showing an interest to this initiative can be invited to the MC meeting for discussing together the potential role and type of organization. Within 2007 can be also expected a meeting specifically dedicated to starting EBA, if we will be able to accomplish all the institutional steps for involving the first public and private institutions. 

Research-based collaboration between Scientists and Farmers under umbrella of COST Action 863
Agricultural research is unique in the sense that results are aimed to benefit both farmers and consumers (end-buyers).  Scientists involved in agricultural research (like scientists in other areas), have become more and more specialized knowing more and more about less and less. In other words, agricultural scientists especially the young ones are more familiar with specific molecular technologies and less familiar with the whole plant.

The above situation results in a knowledge gap which characterizes the modern generation of agricultural scientists who are to some extent remote from the everyday agricultural activities. One solution to improve this situation is collaboration between balanced networks of scientists and farmers of various crops. Such collaboration has the potential to bridge the knowledge-gap regarding current possibilities, dilemmas and problems faced by the farmers. This includes issues like agro-technology, plant protection, breeding of new cultivars and others.

Thus, to put this collaboration into a system (EBA – European Berry association) that will promote a continuous collaboration and dialogue between farmers or farmer’s organizations and scientists, can serve as a tool to front the development in the area forced through by new technology, changing of climate and demands of the society. This can in turn point to links between farmers and scientists, who will then be able to apply their knowledge in order to suggest solutions to different tasks raised by EBA.

In addition to make the agricultural research more “relevant” to real agricultural problems, a closer dialogue and collaboration between farmers and scientists has several other advantages:

A. Some of the experiments aimed at giving solutions can be carried out under commercial conditions rather then at University or Research Institutonal sites, and by so making the farmers better identifying themselves with the research.

B. By the same token, the results of the research can be tested under commercial conditions.

C. Collaboration between farmers and agricultural scientists is not confined to the definition of the tasks to be solved, but may result in financial support of the research directly by the farmers. On the other hand, a research project may generate royalties/grants that would pay both research institute(s) and the farmers’ organization(s) for actual work in the project.

In addition fruitful collaboration between farmers and scientists has the overall benefit of creating good relationships between the two sectors, which will help in release public support of research activities rather than animosity against scientists who may be regarded as detached from “real life”.


On the other hand, one should not ignore potential dangers of such collaboration between scientists and farmers:

A. Agricultural research should not be restricted to problems that are defined by the farmers as bottlenecks, but should include issues of future vision, understanding of genetic and biochemical systems and research projects aimed at paving the way for future breakthroughs. Usually these issues are not in the top priority of farmers, and one should avoid a situation of collaboration that threats the investment in essential research..

B. Another pitfall is that research projects should not be determined solely on the basis of the magnitude of the task,  but should rather be assessed on the basis of both the technology and the feasibility of the solution (the idea and the methodology) suggested by the scientists. One should be aware of the danger that problems raised by farmers may get priority by the decision-makers, irrespective of the suitability of the tools applied to tackle these problems.  

C. There are known cases in which there are conflicts of interests between farmers and customers and between different farmers’ organizations. One should be aware of these conflicts and generate a system of collaboration which will not be affected by such conflicts. 

All these reasons cause necessity to create strong system for proper collaboration making European berry production more competitive and focused on actual agricultural investigations. COST 863 which through its member states, perform advanced scientific activity and excellent collaboration between dominant European research institutions within this field, seems in the nearby years to be the best platform for generation of a formal collaborative action (ESA). 

6 Year Budget planning 
For the period of June 2007 – May 2008 was expected a COST863 budget of  54.000 fixed + 2000 per 31 signatory country: IN TOTAL = 116000 EURO.

In the following table are reported data on costs for each meeting already held and also an estimation for meeting already programmed before June 1st 2008.

	Meetings June 07- May08
	Experts
	Days
	X  diem
	costs
	date

	WG3-4 JM Nitra
	15
	3
	985,7
	14786
	oct-07

	SGM-WG1 Genomic E.Malling UK 
	10
	3
	745,2
	7452
	dic-07

	WG2-3 SGM System of production Lisbon 
	6
	3
	763,7
	4582
	nov-07

	SGM Board Blx January 16
	6
	2
	666,7
	4000
	gen-08

	SGM - SHE08 Wien February 18
	8
	2
	862,6
	6901
	feb-08

	MC Huelva and WG meeting
	24
	3
	930,1
	22322
	mar-08

	Support for the Meeting
	
	
	
	1500
	

	WG1 Bordeaux April 2008
	15
	3
	950
	14250
	apr-08

	W2-3 Diseases May Finland 
	15
	2
	750
	11250
	may-08

	SGM - To Be defined
	6
	2
	750
	4500
	

	GASC Web
	
	
	
	2000
	

	STSMS x 5
	
	
	
	9870
	14500

	TOTAL COSTs
	
	
	
	103413
	

	Budget still available 
	
	
	
	12587
	


7 New grant based system (updates form Stol)
This issue was not discussed because still it not clear when this system will be activated. 
8. Publications 

A publication program was proposed including the following priorities: 

· WG2 Monography on berry Tissue Culture coordinated by Djurdjina Ruzic (Serbia), with a timetable to have it ready for publication for next September. For the publication of the monography was decided to allocate a budget up to 2999 euro. 

· WG4 Dott. Battino (sub-leader) already contacted the Editor of Biofactor for having another special issue on berry bioactive compounds to be published in 2009. The MC decided to support this plan, being also at zero costs.
· Other common publications will be discussed and planned for each WG.

9. Annual report

The Chairman of the action with the support of the WG Leaders will take care of the preparation of the annual report as requested by the COST rules.
10. Participation to COST strategic meetings (GMO)
From the WG1 SGM on GMO held in Ancona (November 2006) was started the idea to propose also a Strategic conference on GMO Biosafety. A preliminary proposal was prepared in collaboration with Marc De Loose, a TC Member from BE, and it was positively considered in the first LESC meeting (COST and ESF board) that approved to consider a full proposal for organizing a large meeting in 2007, enlarged also to other COST Domains, such as biotechnology, health and environment. This program was discussed in a group meeting organized by COST and a more enlarged program was developed. This event should be definitively approved by the FA Domain TC and possibly should be organized within this year with the contribution of also our Action. 

COST863 is also willing to support and join the TransCOST conference on climate change now in preparation by COST853 – Viticulture. 
11. Euroberry Action in SHE conference
Quite consistent was the contribution of different experts of COST 863 to international conferences. In fact, COST863 organized a Workshop in the ISHS - SHE (www.she2008.eu), held in Vienna (AU) February 17- 20. The Workshop included a short presentation of the Action by the Chairman, followed by the four WG Leaders presentation and a general discussion. At this conferences, several COST863 experts also contributed with oral or poster presentations. 

12. Euroberry Action in ISHS Strawberry Symposium 
The MC meeting was held in Huelva (SP), combined with the ISHS VI Strawberry Symposium. Also in this case, several COST863 experts also contributed with oral or poster presentations. In general, this event was quite important as an opportunity for the action to present results and the network to scientific experts of the berry sector coming from different parts of the world.  

13. Euroberry Action in the IHC 2010 (Pedro Oliveira)

A further confirmation of the international recognition of the COST863 network comes from the acceptance by the Convenor of the IHC2010 Congress, Prof. A. Monteiro, to include in World ISHS congress a Symposium on Berries related to our COST Action.
14. Evaluations

The level of country participation, of scientific contributions at the different group meetings, of technical and scientific exchanges promoted with the STSMs and the scientific publications produced by the several experts is showing a quite high level of interaction within the different state experts and within experts of different scientific areas. The main difficulty of this Action is the management of such big and diverse group, however the much higher budget availability of the last period offered much more opportunity of integration of the major groups. The level of budget now available is the minimum for the management of such an Action.

15. Program for Non-COST participations - New Zealand 
Unfortunately, Jill Stanley from HortResearch (NZ) was not able to attend the MC meeting, but she sent by email the following suggestions for a plan of joint activity. As starting point were identified of major interest the activities carried out by WG1 and WG4 and she will work with the WG leader and the relevant HortResearch people to plan either:


1. A general WG meeting with a particular theme in which one HortResearch scientist will be invited as invited speaker to present relevant work of HortResearch and hear from others working in similar areas.

2. Plan a workshop in which our designated scientist meets with a few selected people within the WG who are working on a specific topic to identify ways in which they could collaborate and develop further links.

The MC approved this proposal and suggested to inform HortResearch scientists of the priorities identified for the next period.
16. Web news
Furthermore, the major and common shared dissemination tool is the Action webpage (www.euroberry.it), which is updated with all the information related to the different activities and reports of STSMs and SGM. The GASC support  expected for the coordinator for updating the webpage was confirmed.
17 Long-term planning 
The executive board held in Brussels last December already outlined the plan of activities for 2008 and also some for 2010, remaining in line with what originally expected in the MoU. This plan was discussed and approved by the MC.

Following are the activities identified as a priority before June 2008:

1) WG1 meeting on genetic resources and variety network (B. Denoyes-Rothan), location Bordeaux, expecting also the invitation of Nahle Bassil (USA), middle May 2008. 
2) WG2 and 3 meeting on diseases, following the program prepared by P. Parikka, probably in Finland, May 2008.
3) WG 2 SGM on planning publication activities specifically related to plant nursery production, by Bert Van Duijn and Gina Ruzic, place to be defined, May 2008. 
4) WG3 SGM on berry production annual flow within Europe, proposed by Pedro Bras Oliviera, place to be defined, May 2008. 


Following are the activities identified as a priority after June 2008:

1) WG1 SGM on berry variety network, by Audrius Sasnauskas (LT), September 2008.
2) Workshop On impact of climate change on berry genetic, physiology and cultural management. By Erika Kruger, place to be defined, October/November 2008.  

3) Wg 1 - 4 JM - Genetics and molecular analyses of health related compounds, by Margit Laimer and Beatrice Denoyes place to be defined, October/November 2008.

4) Wg 2-3 JM - on Pests – By Gijs van Kruistum, place to be defined, October/November 2008.
Priority already identified for 2009

MC and EBA JM Meeting on Social Economic impact  promoting connections with SMEs, scientific platforms (such as Plant of the Future, EPSO) and EU- DG Research and  DG Agri – Rural Development. place to be defined, March 2009.
Priority already identified for 2010

Final COST863 Berry Symposium included in the IHC2010 Congress, Lisbon August 2010. 

18 experts STSM Reports 
Rolf Nestby (Chairman of STSMs program) introduced Kaspars Kampuss and Sara Tulipani, the 2 experts invited to report on the activities carried out during their STSMs. After their presentations was open a discussion on the results achieved and on the interest of their experience. All MC fully appreciated their contribution.
19 Time and place of next meeting

As a preliminary indication the next MC meeting will be planed for next March 2009. Violeta Kondakova offered the availability to host this meeting in Sofia (BU)

20 AOB

Non other items remained to be discussed and the Chairman of the Action declared the closure of the MC meeting.
Bruno Mezzetti
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