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Prof. Bruno Mezzetti

Chairman COST863

Ancona, 19/01/2008
COST 863

Chairman and WG Leaders Executive Board
15-16 January 2008, Brussels (BE).

Minute
As decided in the COST 863 Management Committee, held in Bordeaux (FR) last 01 - 04 April 2007, the Executive Board Meeting was held in Brussels last 15-16 January with the aim to evaluate and finish the 2007 annual report, and defining the next year plan of activities of the COST863 Action. This SGM had the major aims to report on the activity carried out during the current year, to plan the activities related to the budget available until June 2008 and also propose a first plan of activities for the new budget after June 2008. At the Executive Board Meeting participated the Action Chairman (B. Mezzetti), Vice-Chairman (Rolf Nestby and Margaret Korbin) and WG Leaders (B. Denoyes-Rothan, Bert Van Duijn, Monique Bodson and Margit Laimer). Also invited were Paivi Parikka, from MTT (FI), to present a proposal for a meeting on diseases management, and Olivier Diana, European Commission - DG Agriculture and Rural Development Unit F.1 Environment, GMO, Genetic Resources, to present GenBerry and the EU Agricultural policy on genetic resources. 
The WG Leaders then presented a short report on the WGs 2007 activities. A short written report will be prepared by each WG leader and included in the final report.  A plan of publication activities should be included. 

Rolf Nestby reported on the STSMs approved and still under approval and informed that we can expect to have other 2 (max 3) STSMs before next June. Other can be expected after June but on the new budget. Bouktje Stol informed that there is now a new role that allow STSM to be extended to 6 months, with a maximum budget to be allocated of 3500 Euro for the whole period. 
Margaret Korbin presented a report on the activities carried out for EBA organization and for updating the berry production economy in EU. Both aspects were considered really important for the action and the Board suggested to expand and better finalize both these activities. There was also the suggestion to enlarge the contacts with socio-economical experts to better define the social and economical impact of EU berry industry. 
About the COST budget system,  Bouktje Stol informed that for sure until June no change will be adopted by the COST administration. About the next coming activities, it was discussed the modalities for the presentations expected for the Workshop of the Action included in next ISHS - SHE (www.she2008.eu), planned in Vienna (AU) next February 17- 20. The Workshop will include a short presentation of the Action by the Chairman, followed by the four WG Leaders presentation and a general discussion. 
The modalities for the Huelva MC meeting were also discussed and was decided to take place Tuesday, March 4th, from 14:30 to 18:00,  as suggested as the most appropriate time for having this meeting (J. Medina). The application for the MC meeting will include maximum 3 nights including expert from each MoU signatory countries. It was decided to confirm also the possibility to invite 2-3 experts that have finished their STSMs to present results of their activities.
Regarding other activities to be carried out before June, was discussed and decided to expect the following other two meetings: 
· WG1 meeting on genetic resources and variety network (B. Denoyes-Rothan), location Bordeaux, expecting also the invitation of Nahle Bassil (USA), middle April. Such type of meeting was expected for last December 2007, but cancelled for some problem related to the organization. 
· WG2 and 3 meeting on pest and diseases, following the program prepared by P. Parikka, probably in Finland in May 2008. 

For both meetings can be expected max 15 experts, eventually more experts can be expected depending on the remaining budget available. Other activities before June can be discussed during the MC meeting in March (Spain), if there is room in the budget. 
The discussion was then focused to identify some ideas to propose to the MC for the next year’ s (2008-09) activities, and the following suggestions were considered as a priority:
1) Workshop:  On topics related to impact of environmental change on berry genetic, physiology and cultural management. To be discussed in Huelva and see if can be included in WG- JMs or combined with the 2009 MC meeting. 
2) Wg 2-3 JM - follow up of the disease meeting to better identify the topics 

3) Wg 1 - 4 JM - genetic and genomic of health related compounds

4) Meeting on Social Economic impact  promoting connections with SMEs, scientific platforms (such as Plant of the Future, EPSO) and EU- DG Research and  DG Agri – Rural Development.
5) Other SGMs to be defined 
6) STSMs, to expect other 10+10 STSMs or a standard budget of 15000 Euro. The evaluation of new “Long term” scientific missions could be discussed.

The Chairman of the Action informed that there was the agreement of Prof. A. Monteiro, Chairman of the IHC2010 Congress (http://www.ihc2010.org/), to include in the world Congress a Symposium on berry related to our COST Action. The title, aim of the Symposium and Scientific committee was discussed. 
The Chairman of the Action, shortly presented also the draft program of the COST Strategic Workshop on GMO, this WS will be organized by the TC of the FA Domain, with the support of our Action among others.
The Chairman of the Action, finally, opened a discussion on the possibility to keep up contact activities with the FP7 program. The last suggestion was to write another document still underlining the importance of an EU project on berry and its benefits to the EU Agriculture production, and deliver it to the FP7 board and to the national experts of the FP7 program committee.
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