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17.Uko Bleive (EST)
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19.Caldila Luminita(RO)
20.Jurcovan Dionisie (RO)

Other guests (RIPF staff):
21.Edward Zurawicz(PL)
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23.Krzysztof Zmarlicki (PL)

24.Tomasz Jecz (PL)
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Monday, May 21st : from 7.00 pm until 9.00 pm

The local organizer, Margaret Korbin welcomed the participants In the RIPF Skierniewice. Contacts and discussion between participants were well established and new participants and SME experts were introduced.
Tuesday, May 22nd : 9.00 am to 7.00 pm


1.
Welcome
Margaret Korbin chaired the meeting and welcomed officially all the participants in the Research Institute of Pomology and Floriculture. The Director of the RIPF, Professor Edward Zurawicz, gave a lecture on the organization of fruit production in Poland as well as on the structure and major activities carried out in the institute -  Polish scientific centre of pomology.

2.
Presentation of COST 863 scientific activity 
Margaret Korbin presented the history of Euroberry actions conducted under patronage of EU Commission. The objectives, structure and themes conducted within current COST 863 action as well the links with consumer health, balance of environment and rural development was showed. In parallel, the advanced approach to promote the integration of research, production systems, quality control, nutritional values and consumer acceptance were mentioned. 

The COST introduction done by Margaret Korbin was followed by the WG Leaders short reports on the major activities carried out in frame of their Working Groups. Audrius Sasnauskas (WG1) representing the section “From genomic to variety evaluation” showed two main topics of WG1: a) generation of new genotypes, which are necessary for sustainable agriculture and to limit the application of pesticides an pollution of the environment, and b) increasing breeding effectiveness by shortening the time of selection through knowledge on berry genome. Dr. Sasnauskas presented the study on core collection and generated database containing information about important European varieties as well as organised new evaluation strategy for northern, central and southern European growing zone.
Bert Van Duijn, WG2 Leader reported about quality control system and their impact on propagation material and showed why EBA is important. Dr. van Duijn defined the quality sense for producer and consumers. He showed also the problems with property definition, measurements and determination of different expectations in planting material and he showed necessity of development of new measurements (the role of EBA). Paivi Parika representing the same WG characterised the diseases caused by pests and pathogens on berry crops and presented different strategy of plant protection with detailed examples from Nordic berry production.

Monique Bodson, WG3 Leader characterised interactions between production and protection system in sustainable berry production with taking into consideration factors affecting plant development and differentiation (physiological approach), cultivation factors improving efficiency in plant productivity and fruit quality (production system ad soil/root condition management), pests and disease management (production systems and plant protection). Dr. Bodson showed the main goal of action in WG3 is the best recommendations for berry production at EU level, and she determined strength and weakness of the production system of berries.
3.
Berry in the research programs (FP6 and PF7)

To promote integration between science and SME interests short information about  COST-based studies on berries in previous Framework Programme was given including successful project ‘Genberry’ coordinated by Beatrice Denoyes-Rothan and ‘Ribesco’ coordinated by Saila Karhu as well as project ‘GenConInt’ submitted by Margaret Korbin in the first call of FP7 (May 2007). The instruments of the Seventh Framework Programme basing on Lisbon Strategy triangle: research and technology – education – innovation in practice shows close correlations with idea of EBA. In two areas of activity of theme Food, Agriculture and Biotechnology berry researches might be carried out: “Sustainable production and management of biological resources” and ”Fork to farm: food, health and well being”.

From the presentation prepared by Margaret Korbin and round table discussion emerged several aspects related to possible common programs and thematic, such as for example genomic and genetic study, type or research organization and market aspects. However, looking at new topics it is not possible to find well defined studies devoted directly to berries.
4.
Idea of the EBA

Margaret Korbin, vice-chairman responsible for the link with SMEs presented idea of Euroberry Association (EBA). The main aim of EBA is creation of common platform for scientists, breeders, growers, as well as all producers connected with berry production and industry. The activity of EBA giving opportunity to solve many significant problems in all these areas should influence on increasing competitiveness of berry cultivated in EU. In correlation to ideas showed by WG Leaders, EBA have a chance to create and sustain integration in science and berry production technology. Additionally looking at lack of strict determined projects devoted to berries among the FP7, the EBA can play a role in promotion of these crops in Framework Programme activity. 

Regarding to start of activity of EBA, Dr. Korbin suggested to recognize and determine: a) prioritization of tasks, b) institutions available to join, c) programme for the preliminary steps. It was decided that discussion on these points will be continued on the afternoon session, after presentations concerning the role of berries in EU countries.

5.
Updates on the European berry production
As the continuation of preliminary results on update situation of the EU berry production presented in Bordeaux new data was presented by Tomasz Jecz from Dr. Korbin team. In the presentation data collected by COST 863 were completed with FAO data. Recently, 23 countries provided the data requested with a questionnaire on the national production. The following factors of strawberry, raspberry, currents, and blueberry were analysed: production (total production in tons, acreage in ha, and yield in kg/ha), import and export, as well as the trends concerning the prices, situation on the market and research tendency. 

All agreed to continue in this survey. The round table discussion on obtained data showed that it is necessary to divide data concerning different regions of Europe (northern, central and southern EU regions, and even some regions of country) due to different climate and at the same, due to different production conditions/ systems. The discussion showed also necessity to analyse separately data collected for fresh market and for fruits for processing (differences of price). Participants saw also necessity to combine tendency from current data and the data originating from previous years. Among the experts present at the meeting, Mario Njavro from University of Zagreb and Krzysztof Zmarlicki from RIPF in Skierniewice have a specific background in economic science and could give a good support to this work.
The session was continued by representatives of some countries presenting short information about berry production and berry-connected problems in their regions. Paulina Mladin from the Research Institute for Fruit Growing in Pitesti presented the assortment of berries cultivated and released in Romania, and strategy in science took by the institute to increase efficacy of propagation and cultivation of small fruit plants. She underlined necessity of collaboration of science with companies to develop the market. Valda Laugale representing Latvia showed the direction of berry production in her country and main tasks for berry growers and market, as well as main topics carried out in horticultural research institutions in Latvia. Edward Zurawicz presented the structure of berry cultivars in Poland, cultivars released by RIPF, and problems in berry production, including frost damages caused by low temperatures in the last spring. Philip Lieten from the Netherlands presented activity of Fragaria Holland BV including propagation of the nurseries under licence or on exclusive contract basis and new cultivars released by Fragaria BV. Sezai Ercisli presented the history and improvement of berry production in Turkey with taking into consideration the special position of this country from the point of view of plant genetic resources and diversity. He gave also a lecture about unique mulberry production in some regions of Turkey finished with the announcement of the 1st International Mulberry Symposium (26-30 of June, 2009, Erzurum, Turkey).
In accordance to Bruno Mezzetti, the COST  Chairman report about Estonia request to join the COST 863 and his question regarding Estonian interest and contribution to the Action (Bordeaux, April 2007) two participants Uko Bleive and Liina Arus from Estonian University of Life Science and Polli Horticultural Research Centre presented summarized data on berry production in this country. Presented data were included into COST 863 Euroberry update. Dr. Bleive introduced also structure and directions of horticultural researches conducted in Estonia.  
6.
Economical aspects of berry production

Two lectures concerning role of economy and planning for berry production were included into the program of the meeting to create economical background for EBA activity. 
The first speaker Dr. Mario Njavro from University of Zagreb gave a lecture on strategic management perspectives for berry fruit production. He explained the term  strategic management as integration of management, marketing, finance, production, research and development, and informatics system. Knowledge about the step of strategic management and considering the internal (strengths and weakness) and external issues (opportunities and threats) make possible to create the best plan for development of competitive production, what was showed on the example of out of season strawberry production (Dr. Boris Duralija).

The second speaker Dr. Krzysztof Zmarlicki from RIPF, Skierniewice presented lecture covering different aspects of berry production with example of Polish conditions. Starting from historical background he showed changes in profitability of production, including aspect of production systems, market, fruit quality, logistics and storage capacities, and finally stabilization of the economy with decreasing of high inflation. Dr. Zmarlicki suggested some forecast for future berries, and among them: improvement of berry production efficiency through reduction of  production cost and decreasing the number of farms; increasing guarantee a gross income to the growers and intensification of market research, including standards (EUREPGAP, BRC); better understanding of the globalization; and social impact in rural development and consumer health.
The participants of meeting decided that the further cooperation with both colleagues involved in economical sciences will be especially useful for the action.
7. Models of growers’ associations and discussion on EBA

Romuald Ozimek, the President of Polish Fruit Growers’ Association welcomed all participants of behalf of his federation. Mr. Ozimek showed the different activity of PFGA, including the organisation of market, protection after damages caused pests or frost, and support of Polish growers at the level of European Parliament (example: Chinese export of berries on EU territory). 
The next speaker, Mogens Christensen the President of Danish Berry Board and simultaneously Director of ‘AGRANA’ presented the structure of Danish Berry Board which was founded in June 2006. The organisation includes industry, farmers, research institutions and has Secretariat in the Danish Agricultural Council. The main goals of DBA are: to secure the production of blackcurrant, red currant and sour cherry in Denmark, to secure a acceptable price level to the farmers, and to work for high consumption of product with Danish berries. The tasks used by DBA are homepage, increasing the quality, branding of existing product, cooperation between farmers, industry and other projects similar to DBA. 
Boris Duralija, the President of Croatian Society for Berry Fruits (CSBF) informed participants of the meeting about numerous fruit growers’ associations existing in Croatia. The main aim of them is to increase of income all berry producers. Since 2005 Croatian scientists being the members of COST Action 863 decided to create one national society related to berry fruits. The society was founded in the University of Zagreb and registered in 2006. Since this moment the CSBF have been very active in propagation of the action, including several meetings devoted berry fruits.
Stan Pluta from FIPF presented the structure and goals of EU Blackcurrant Grower Association. The organisation is informal (not registered) and includes growers and organisations from UK, Germany, Denmark, France, Belgium, Finland, Sweden, Poland, Lithuania, Estonia and Hungary (additionally representatives from USA and New Zealand). Annual meeting are organised at the end on each May (or at the beginning of June). At the beginning in the 1990., the aim of association was to discuss the minimum import price of blackcurrant fruits and the monitoring the prices. Recently, the goal of organisation is to share reliable information on the acreage, total fruit production and prices in member countries  (and in the world). The meeting include the professional lectures of invited speakers, professional visits in the farms. The recent meeting will be held in Germany in Monchpfiffel near Leipzig (31.05-03.06.2007).
After presentations concerning different models of grower organisations, round table discussion on the EBA shape was continued. Edward Zurawicz and Bert van Duijn expressed their opinion that it would be very difficult to create new berry organisation starting from the legal position, particularly taking into consideration the numerous active fruit growers societies. Krzysztof Zmarlicki gave additional example of interests’ imbalance for this kind of organisation – the various number of growers in different countries and differences in production system. On the other hand Mogens Christensen underlined that science should be the instrument for development of competitiveness production. Producers and growers should discuss about their wishes, generate projects and divide inputs. New association should consist of groups supporting new idea for berry research connected with practical aspects (production, processing, industry) in EU Commission. 

In the result of the discussion all participants of meeting agreed that EBA could make lobbing for Framework Programme, especially after analysis of recent situation – no topics devoted berries in Europe. EBA role would be to generate representative body for discussion with EU Commission and make “green light” for development of berry production basing on modern science and needed knowledge. Philip Lieten suggested to start without any special legal status from federation consisting of growers at the national level plus scientific board delegating from Management Committee Members of COST 863. EBA should start from small scientific committee (3 persons) and 5-6 growers organisations (representatives of big growers and federations). At the beginning the scientific board will be represented by Margaret Korbin, Monique Bodson and Bert van Duijn. They are responsible for elaboration of description of the EBA goals for the EU Commission. All participants representing different countries on the meeting are obligated to recognise the situation in their countries, collect  the data and send to the scientific board.
Considering the information emerged by the presentations and discussions the following short-term plan was determined:

a) the EBA description elaboration (to specify the goal, 1-2 pages, from 15 of June to 15 of October 2007)

b) federation of growers starting from the national levels (accession to the end of October)

c) generation of common board (end of 2007/ beginning of 2008).

8.
Closure of the meeting 

The Vice-chairman of COST 863 thanked all the participants for the long time of attention and activity during the course of the meeting. Dr. Audrius Sasnauskas  representing the group of invited guests expressed a special thanks to Margaret Korbin and her team for the work done in the organization of the EBA meeting. Then the meeting was officially closed.

Wednesday May 23nd : from 6.30 am to 12.pm
The excursion to two biggest Polish farms of strawberry- raspberry (600 ha, Central Poland) and currents, blueberry and elderberry (400 ha, north-east of Poland) and also the biggest farms with these specialisations on EU territory was organised by Margaret Korbin and Stan Pluta. The participants had opportunity to see the system of productions and technologies used for fruit storage as well as to discuss with both owners about farm potentials, position on the market and possible collaboration within EBA. 
