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02 October 2007
Dr Bouktje Stol
Office 25
COST Office
Avenue Louise 149
1050 Brussels
Belgium
COST 863 WG1 

SGM on collaboration in molecular genetics and genomics research
Dear Dr Stol,

Following consultation with Professor Bruno Mezzetti and Dr Beatrice Denoyes‑Rothan (Chair WG1), I am writing to request authorisation to convene a Small Group Meeting on the topic of molecular genetics and genomics. This is an important research area for berries in several of the signatory countries to COST863 and a SGM this year would be timely as the ‘European Rosaceous Genomics Initiative’ (ERGI) is about to be launched. Rosaceous crops include all the major berries in addition to tree fruit crops such as apple, peach and cherry. The meeting will focus mainly on the berry crops but we will also be inviting UK scientists who are involved in molecular genetics research on tree fruits. This will be of interest and relevance to the COST delegates because there are many common themes relevant to the improvement of all fruit crops, such as disease resistance, fruit quality and stress tolerance. Furthermore, the molecular mapping research on wild strawberry has developed a genetic model that is already being applied in apple and cherry and will also have wider applications. The objective of this meeting is to foster closer collaboration between different laboratories from COST 863 that are involved with molecular genetics, encourage an exchange of information and facilitate participation in ERGI.

The meeting is planned to take place at East Malling Research, UK on December 5th and 6th 2007. I will act as local organizer and convenor and I am requesting acceptance for 10 COST delegates who will require reimbursement. These represent seven different countries and in addition there will be 10 presentations from scientists based in the UK. Dr Pere Arus will give a presentation and lead discussion on ERGI and his expenses will be paid by EMR.
The programme for the meeting is attached.
Yours sincerely

David Simpson

COST863 Management Committee

PROGRAMME FOR COST 863 WG1 SGM 

Molecular Genetics and Genomics in berries and other Rosaceous fruit crops

East Malling Research, UK

Wednesday, 5th December 

12:00 Meet for buffet lunch

13:00 Welcome and introduction

13:30 - 18.30 Presentations from UK researchers (tea break 15.30)
General overview of genetics and genomics research at EMR (K Tobutt, EMR, UK)

The seasonal flowering locus in Fragaria (N Battey, Reading University, UK)

Fragaria genomics research at EMR (D Sargent, EMR, UK)

Molecular physiology of Fragaria (T Kukokura, Reading University, UK)

Molecular genetics in Rubus (J. Graham, SCRI, UK)

Development of molecular maps for Malus and Prunus (F Fernandez & J Clarke, EMR, UK)

Biodiversity in UK populations of Sorbus (B Sutherland, EMR, UK)

Molecular population genetics in UK endemic Sorbus (S Hiscock, Bristol University, UK)

Molecular genetics of incompatibility in Rosaceae. (R Boscovic, Imperial College, UK)

Incompatibility in Prunus and Pyrus. (T Sonneveld, Nottingham University, UK)

18:30 Poster session 

20:00 Dinner at The Friars

Thursday, 6th December

08:30 – 12:30 Presentations from EU researchers (coffee break 10.30)
Development of molecular markers in Fragaria. (J F Sanchez-Sevilla, IFAPA-CIFA, Malaga, Spain)

Molecular approaches to disease resistance in Fragaria. M Korbin ( ISK, Poland)

Molecular markers in disease resistance breeding. (F. Dunemann, BAZ-IOZ, Germany)
Advances in molecular research of flavonoid pathway in strawberry (C. Rosati, ENEA, Italy)
Bin mapping in Fragaria (A Monfort, IRTA, Cabrils, Spain)
Comparative mapping in octoploid Fragaria (B. Denoyes-Rothan INRA, Bordeaux, France)

Construction of a Fragaria vesca BAC library. (J. Davik, BioForsk, Norway)

Positional cloning in Fragaria (M Albani, Koln Max Planck, Germany)
Genetic regulation of flowering and runnering in Fragaria (Timo Hytönen, University of Helsinki, Finland)

Molecular genetics in Fragaria (G Cipriani, University of Udine, Italy)

12:30 Lunch

13:30 – 15.30 Enhancing collaboration in Europe 

Introduction of the European Rosaceous Genomics Initiative - ERGI. (P Arus, IRTA, Cabrils, Spain)

Discussion of ERGI and the opportunities for collaboration and cooperation on molecular genetics and genomics of Rosaceous fruit crops in Europe.

15:30 Tea Break

16:00 Meeting closes

COST delegates (excluding UK)

	
	Name
	Institute
	Country
	Email

	1
	Amparo Montfort
	IRTA, Cabrils
	Spain
	amparo.monfort@irta.es

	2
	Timo Hytönen
	University of Helsinki
	Finland
	tphytone@mappi.helsinki.fi

	3
	Beatrice 

Denoyes-Rothan
	INRA, Bordeaux
	France
	denoyes@bordeaux.inra.fr

	4
	Maria Albani
	Koln Max Planck
	Germany
	albani@mpiz-koeln.mpg.de

	5
	Guido Cipriani
	University of Udine
	Italy
	guido.cipriani@uniud.it

	6
	Jahn Davik
	BioForsk
	Norway
	jahn.davik@bioforsk.no

	7
	Frank Dunemann
	BAZ-IOZ Dresden
	Germany
	f.dunemann@bafz.de

	8
	Pepe Sevilla
	IFAPA-CIFA, Malaga
	Spain
	jfsevilla@uma.es

	9
	Margaret Korbin
	ISK, Skierniwice
	Poland
	mkorbin@insad.pl

	10
	Carlo Rosati
	ENEA 
	Italy
	carlo.rosati@trisaia.enea.it
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