Report of 2007 for 

Short Term Scientific Mission (STSM)
In Cost action 863 at the Bordeaux MC meeting 3 April 2007, Rolf Nestby was elected as second vice-chair and by so responsible of the STSM, taking over the work of  Gordon Stewart (GS). Since GS had expressed his decision to step back from these positions. All the MC delegates agreed to accept his decision and expressed  gratitude for the contribution of GS given to the action in this first period of Activities. 
STSMs in the first budget period June 2006 to 31 May 2007 

Reports
Ilian Kostadinov Badjakov, Research specialist in AgroBioInstitute, Sofia, Bulgaria 

Subject: Genetic characterization of Bulgarian raspberry germplasm using recently developed high throughput molecular markers. Host Dr. J. Graham (programme: Genetics at SCRI). 
Dr Gianluca Savini,Università Politecnica delle Marche ,Ancona(IT). Subject: Correlation between architectural analysis and productivity of Strawberry Tray Plants’. Host: Eamonn Kehoe,Teagasc Soft Fruit Specialist,Wexford(IE).
Applications
At the time when the new vice-chair was elected, there was still a limited time frame open to apply for STSM in the running budget period which ended 31 May 2007. Two applications were rejected of different courses.
Lucélia Tavares at Disease and Stress Biology Laboratory, Instituto de Tecnologia Química e Biológica Universidade Nova de Lisboa, Portugal, submitted an a summary application to COST 15 May 2007 and was registered in the files of COST. However, the full application did not reach the vice chair responsible for STSM, and due to the delays that created the budget period was running out and the time became to short to evaluate the application. 
This demonstrated that the text on the web page of STSM under Euroberry is not satisfactory (see also Petit below). To avoid incidences like this in the future the vice chair has written a proposal for a new text introducing the STSM web-page.
An application by Teresa Ariza Fernandez working under the supervision of Dra. Carmen Soria Navarro in the center IFAPA of Churriana in Málaga (Spain), was rejected because of a delay of the mission period.
Both applicants were encouraged to make new applications for the second application period.
STSM in the second application period June 2007 to 31 May 2008
Applications
Three applications have been approved
Aurélie Petit, Plant Research Engineer, Ciref Création Variétale Fraises Fruits, France, submitted a summary application to COST. The application was rejected, since a full application was not submitted early enough to meet the time frame for reviewing. The applicant was encouraged to apply for a later mission.
Sara Tulipani, Marche Polytechnic Unversity, Ancona Italy was approved for a STMS. Host: Gordon McDougall, SCRI, Scotland, UK. Period: 19 November to 19 December 2007. Title: Phenolic metabolites from strawberries in human plasma during a medium-term consumption study, and metabolic profiling of ripe fruits from the same selected cultivar.

Kaspars Kampuss, Latvia State Institute of Fruit-Growing was approved for a STSM. Host: Rex M. Brennan, SCRI, UK. Period: 7-25 January 2008. Title: Studies of the molecular methods for diversity studies and marker assisted selection of Ribes germplasm.
Jahn Davik, Norwegian Institute for Agricultural and Environmental Research, Norway was approved for a STSM. Host: Daniel James Sargent, East Malling Research, UK. Period: 13-27 January 2008. Title: Characterization of the Scandinavian Fragaria vesca germplasm using molecular markers.
Budget and account per 31 Dec. 2007

Budget

Euro  14 500

Grants

Tulipani



1600

Kampuss


1800

Davik



1720

Available: Euro 9380
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Rolf Nestby

(Second vice chair)

